The lymphoepithelial lesion of gastric low-grade B-cell lymphoma of mucosa-associated lymphoid tissue (MALT): an ultrastructural study.
Lymphoepithelial lesions are a characteristic feature of primary, gastric low-grade lymphomas of mucosa-associated lymphoid tissue (MALT). The lymphoepithelial lesions in 12 such lymphomas have been examined by electronmicroscopy and immunohistochemistry. The lymphocytes present in these lesions are neoplastic centrocyte-like (CCL) B-cells and are morphologically and immunophenotypically similar to those of the surrounding lymphoma. Once the CCL cells penetrate the gastric glands, there is marked structural distortion and disruption of the epithelial cells which leads to their ultimate death. The close association of the neoplastic CCL cells and epithelial cells suggests the presence of a factor, an antigen or other receptor, on the plasma membrane of the latter through which these effects are mediated.